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WALKING SCHOOL BUS 
A big thank you to Robyn Dean who has stepped up and offered her services as the new Walking 
School Bus co-ordinator. To make Robyn’s job an easier one, please make sure that you let the school 
office know if your child is not catching the bus, otherwise our ‘bus’ drivers spend valuable time looking 
around for children.  
BUS STOP 

We have had a few instances lately of cars parking in the bus bay. Please don’t be 
offended if you are asked to move – this is a designated parking area for the 
school bus and as I’m sure you all appreciate that if you are having trouble finding a 

parking spot for your car, try finding one for a bus! Please keep the area clear at all 
times.  

HELLS PIZZA RECYCLE BAGS 
Thanks to all those who have purchased the Hells Pizza Angel recycle bags. We still have some of 
these available at the school office at a cost of $2 per bag. The proceeds will go towards the “Make a 
Wish” Foundation and to the Haiti Appeal Fund.   
COMMUNITY NEWS 
GRAND OPENING – RIVERHEAD COURTS 
Come and join the opening ceremony of the new Riverhead Courts. Saturday 27th March at 1:00pm 
Blessing, welcome and thank you’s followed by entertainment. Afternoon tea provided. Small kids with 
bikes welcome. BYO alcoholic drinks. Dave Nash band, Celebrity Tennis Match, Oldies vs Youth 
netball match. We look forward to see you there on the day to celebrate with us all. 
Kumeu Playcentre Garage Sale 
Saturday 27th March 9am – 12:00pm – 17 Oraha Road, Huapai. Toys, Bric-a-Brac, Face Painting, 
clothing, Cake Stall, Sandpit Dig, Raffle, Books 
HAVE FUN AT SNOWPLANET THESE APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
Snowplanet, offering a winter wonderland experience just 20 minutes north of the bridge, is a 
wondering school holiday destination. The very popular kid’s school holiday programmes come with a 
2 hour ski or snowboard group lesson (beginners to advanced) each day, rental equipment, a 
graduation meal on the last day, a snow academy achievement booklet and a huge amount of fun! For 
enquiries or bookings contact Snowplanet on 09 4270044 x 725 or email groups@snowplanet.co.nz. 
Visit Snowplanets website www.snowplanet.co.nz 
BOOK FAIR 
The Lions Club of Huapai/Kumeu are holding a Book Fair to raise funds for local community projects. Saturday 
20th March from 9:00am – 3:00pm at the Kumeu Community Centre, Access Road, Kumeu. If you have any good 
unwanted books, CDs, DVDs, Video tapes or records you wish to donate please drop them off to Huapai 
Hardware, Shamrock Drive, Kumeu or Sunnyview Orchards 667 State Hwy, Huapai. Please – no magazines or 
Readers Digest Books. 
                     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTIONS 
NOTE FROM THE OUTGOING CHAIRMAN 
Nominations for those of you who are interested in standing for election on the Board of Trustees will 
open very shortly, and whilst there has been some interest, I am sure there are more out there in our 
community who are considering the idea of putting your hand up and making a positive difference in 
the leadership of our school.   You will not come out of this being a millionaire, but it is extremely 
rewarding in the sense that the Board is not just a figurehead but has genuine decision making powers 
in the day to day running and governance of the school.  The decisions made affect staff, teachers, 
students and the school community directly and it is a responsibility that sees the talents, experience 
and enthusiasm of individual Board members being utilised in ways that have a very real impact.  If 
you are considering standing for election but would like more information about what is entailed I am 
more than happy for you to contact me at home in the evenings on 4128385, alternatively you can go 
to www.trustee-election.co.nz and click on ‘what is a trustee’.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as 
Board Chairperson and I will miss the team that have worked together so well over the past three 
years, but I have no doubt that a new generation of capable community-minded people will step into 
our shoes and I urge you to seriously consider this role as one that you may fill. 
Warrick Gibbs.      
SOAPBOX DERBY – This Sunday 21st March  
We hope that you take some time out on Sunday to come along to Westgate 
(just by the Library) and support the Riverhead School Soapbox Team. Racing 
starts at 9:00am and once again our Caretaker, Shawn Dyer, has done a super job 
of training up the drivers and crew who will be racing in our Metro Roofing car on Sunday. This is the 
second year running that Metro Roofing has sponsored our car ….. we know that you will support them 
should the need arise. Our drivers this year are Henry Dyer, Michael Louden, Cole Huggins and 
John Tulloch and their fabulous pit crew are James Dentice, Logan Dunn and Liam Casey. The 
person behind the camera this year filming all the action will be Reece Cook.  
This year we are also fortunate to have T Radar as a ‘guest’ driver and he will be introducing his 
“beast” at lunchtime on the Sunday. The day promises to be lots of fun, thrills & spills. The 
event will also be televised as part of T Radar’s upcoming TV1 series “The Patch”. 
T RADAR TELEVISION SERIES 
Last year T Radar moved into the Riverhead area to begin the filming of his new 
TV1 Series, “The Patch”. The first of the programmes goes to air on Sunday 4th 
April on Channel 1. We understand that Riverhead School will feature from the second show in the 
series, ie 11th April….. keep an eye out for our Riverhead Celebrities. The show is largely set in 
Riverhead at a house in Kaipara Portage Road but also features several events held at our school and 
in the area including our Junior Operetta (in which T Radar played the cameo role of “Little Miss 
Muffet), the making our of our school vegetable patch, our Bronze Award presentation, the Celtic 
Dance night and the Riverhead Community Hall Market. 
IMPROVING ROAD SAFETY FOR OUR CHILDREN 
We are currently working with the Rodney Council and the Auckland Regional Traffic Authority on 
improving the safety of our school crossings, reducing the use of cars and congestion at the school 
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gate, improving the health and learning ability of our children and reducing pollution in our 
environment. As part of this we, as a school, are involved in the “Travel Wise” programme. The first 
step is to survey students on how they get to school. Your child will be bringing home a Travel Wise 
Survey which needs to be completed by Tuesday 30th March. The survey takes only about 10 minutes 
to complete and each survey returned helps our school to win book vouchers. All students from Year 3 
up will also be filling in a survey on their method of travel. This will be filled out by the students during 
class time. 
MISSING! 
Room 7 is mysteriously missing a purple star cushion and a rocket cushion. If your child has come 
home with either of these could you please return them to Chrissy Mason in Room 7. 
SCHOOL DONATIONS 
If you wish to take advantage of the discount on School donations then time is running out. There is a 
20% discount if paid in full by 31st March. Alternatively they may be paid by instalments each term. 
This year the Board has set the donations at: 
$140…………………..1 child (20% discount = $112) ($35 per term) 
$180…………………..2 children (20% discount = $144) ($45 per term) 
$210…………………..3 or more children (20% discount = $168) ($52.50 per term) 
RIVERHEAD SCHOOL GALA 
Thank you to all those who attended our Gala meeting on Monday night. We had a really good turnout 
of very positive, enthusiastic people who have all gone away with tasks to complete and if enthusiasm 
and excitement is all that is needed we are half way there to resurrecting our former popular Gala day. 
The date has been set for Saturday 5th March from 3:00 – 7:30pm. We have lots of good ideas, some 
new, some old and we will of course be needing assistance …. please keep an eye out for requests for 
help.  
KEY DATES FOR TERM 1 
Please note key dates on your calendar.  Details of events are in the newsletter as the dates approach. 
Sunday 21st March 9:00 am - Soapbox Derby 
Friday 26th March  - Junior Lunch Time Disco – Yr 7 & 8 Camp fundraiser 
Friday 26th March  -  Hearing & Vision Testing  
Wednesday 31st March - New Parents Afternoon Tea 
Thursday 1st April  - Rewards Day 
Thursday 1st April  - Year 5 & 6 Camp Ice Block Fundraiser 
Thursday 1st April  - Last day of Term  
Friday 2nd April   - Good Friday 
Sunday 18th April  - School Pool Season ends 
TERM 2    
Monday 19th April  - Term 2 begins 
Friday 23rd April  - Student Disco 
Sunday 25th April  - Anzac Day 
Monday 26th April  - Fonterra Science Roadshow 
1st May    - Trivia Night  
Friday 7th May  - Board of Trustees Elections voting closes 
10th – 14th May  - Book Week 
Wednesday 12th May - Year 7 & 8 Zone Soccer 
Thursday 13th May  - Year 7 & 8 Zone Soccer 
24th – 28th May  - Year 7 & 8 Motutapu Camp 
Friday 30th June  - Student Disco 
 

PTA UPDATE  
The winner of last week’s meat raffle was Craig Watson – thank you to all those who continue to 
support the meat raffle each week. Last week we raised $97. We would like to set up a roster of 
parents who can stand at the entrance to the school one morning or afternoon each week to sell meat 
raffle tickets. If you think you can help please call into the office. 

It is also   book time, we are able to sell books prior to the launch and you 
receive and extra bonus sheet of vouchers to the value of $140.00 for all books purchased prior to the 
end of March.  The books are priced at $65.00 with $13.00 going to the school.  To order and pay for 
your book and receive your bonus vouchers please see the ladies in the office. 
PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS FOR FANTASTIC WORK 
Natalya Roberts and Christopher Laurie – for their awesome singing performance! 
Liam Body – Fantastic work on his homework  
Michael Martin and  Raegan Thomas –  Brilliant written language! 
Liam Body, Tessa Pook, Zoe Webb, Renee Paterson, Tyler Dobson-Whitehead, 
Ashtyn Watson, Lincoln Henare, Tim van der Hilst, Dana MacCauley & Windsor Welsh -
Great Project work 
OUR BRILLIANT KIDS   
Well done to the following students who have performed well in their chosen sport / activity over the 
weekend:    
Tyran Wilkinson - HBC Under 12 Boys – Badminton Doubles 
Marissa Porteous - Bay Cougars Athletics – 6 yr old girls 2nd Long Jump & 100m sprint, 3rd  
   60m sprint 
RIVERHEAD SCHOOL CAMPS  

As per school policy we undertake school wide camps every second year, with the exception of our 
Year 8 students who attend every year. 
This Year School Camps are as follows: 
Year 7 & 8 –  Motutapu 24th – 28th May –   Approximately $250 per child 
Year 5 & 6 –  Shakespear Lodge Week 10 Term 3 – Approximately $250 per child 
Year 3 & 4 –  Zoo Night Safari 2nd & 3rd November – Approximately $60 per child 
Years 1 & 2–      Kelly Tarlton Sleepover 1 group 10th November & 2nd group 11th November   
  Approximately $50 per child 
Please note that these prices are approximate prices only and will fluctuate depending on 
numbers/fundraising/bus & food costs.  

Don’t forget that the ladies in the office are more than happy to start up a payment scheme if 
you wish to make it easier for your budgeting, especially if you have more  

than one child to pay for. 
MOTUTAPU CAMP – YEAR 7 & 8 
The first instalment of $100 for the Year 7 & 8 camp is due at school by tomorrow, Friday 19th March. 
Please see the school office ladies if you wish to set up a payment system to ease the burden.  
The Year 7 & 8’s will be running an Easter raffle starting next week – 1st prize is a big 
basket of Easter Eggs, 2nd Prize a small basket of eggs & 3rd prize a block of 
chocolate. Tickets will be $2 each or 3 for $5…keep an eye out for that. They will also 
be running a Junior Lunchtime Disco on Friday 26th - $2 per child. 
SHAKESPEAR LODGE CAMP YEAR 5 & 6 FUNDRAISING 
A fantastic effort to kick off year 5 & 6 camp fundraising which just over $200 dollars being raised 
toward their camp from the sale of Frujus. Thanks everyone for your support! They will also be having 
another Fruju day on the last day of term. 


