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SAFETY TIPS 
FIRE SAFETY 
Fires do and will occur in homes across New Zealand. This year entire families will be lost due to fires in 
homes. We must educate ourselves and our children about fire safety, and more importantly, what to do 
in case of a fire emergency.  
Recommended Safety Equipment for the Home Ð Fire extinguisher(s), smoke alarms, home escape 
plan 
Smoke Alarms detect fire smoke and emit a loud distinctive sound to alert people of the potential 
danger. Install these between living areas and bedrooms, especially childrenÕs, on each level of your 
house. Remember to replace batteries at least every 12 months and check their operation regularly. 
Electric Blankets Have them checked regularly by an authorised electrician, especially before winter. 
Ensure that there are no creases in the blanket as this can affect the wiring, use only according to 
manufacturers directions. 
Fires Ð do not hang clothes near heaters, hang at least 1 metre away. Do not leave heaters or fires 
unattended, do not put the heater power cord under the carpet, keep heaters away from furniture and 
curtains. When using an open fire always use a fireguard to prevent sparks coming into contact with 
children and their clothes. Only put hot ashes in a metal container outside, clear of the house. 
Electricity sockets Ð Do not overload an electric socket - one appliance, one outlet 
Other safety hints Ð Never have locks deadlocked when in the home Ð you may trap your family inside, 
leave keys in the deadlocks whilst in the house. Never go back into a house on fire. 
Home Escape Plan Ð Every family should have a fire escape drill. It will protect your family and save 
lives. Know 2 ways out of every room. Make sure your windows can open, decide on an outside meeting 
place, Discuss the plan with your family and ensure that your children fully understand the details. 
Practice your escape plan regularly Ð draw your escape plan and put it up in a central area, such as the 
entrance area, laundry or kitchen. 
Fires can be scary and can be confusing. In a fire, stay calm and remember to: 
• Cover your nose and get down low 
• Get yourself and anyone else near the fire away as quickly as possible 
• Close doors as you go through them 
• Alert people to the fire 
COMMUNITY NEWS 
BLOOD DONORS 
Come and donate blood at Kumeu Community Centre on Friday 28th May from 10:00 am Ð 2:30 p.m. 
Remember Ð SAVE LIVES, GIVE BLOOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME 
A big Riverhead School welcome to Rachael and her family who have joined our school 
community. The roll now stands at 259. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
After our recent Board of Trustees elections we farewell from the Board of Trustees Warrick Gibbs 
and Gavin Holm. Warrick has been our Chairperson for the past 3 years and has done a great job 
of governing the board. Gavin has been a part of the Board of Trustees for the past 6 years and 
has been a proactive & valuable member in his role of Health & Safety, despite the fact that he and 
his family moved to Whangaparoa 2 years ago. We thank them both for their service to Riverhead 
School and their commitment and professionalism they have always shown during their term. 
The voting for the new Board of Trustees was done under strict supervision and the results are as 
follows: 
Kris MacCauley Ð 113  Jason Martin Ð 97 Shelley Rob Ð 64  
Callan Taylor Ð 103  Andrew Linton Ð 78 Louise Ashby Ð 94 
Wendy A’Bear Ð 59  Invalid votes Ð 8 
Dianne Cook was duly  elected by the staff as the staff representative on the board.  
We hereby declare the following people elected as our new Board of Trustees and after their first 
meeting last night they have been confirmed in the following positions: 
Kris MacCauley – Chairperson & Property 
Kris Hughes Ð Principal / Curriculum / Self Review / Legislation  
Jason Martin Ð Personnel  
Andrew Linton – Health & Safety 
Callan Taylor - Finance 
Dianne Cook Ð Staff Rep / Community Liaison / Fundraising  
Louise Ashby – Maori Representative  
Our new board offer many new skills and we are sure that the next 3 years will see Riverhead 
School prosper under their governance. 
We also take this opportunity to thank our Returning Officer, Ruth Hirst, for the professional job 
she has undertaken with our Board of Trustees elections. 
REWARDS / MUFTI DAY 
On Friday we will be holding our 5-week Rewards Day where students who have 
made good choices in both the classroom and playground get to choose from the 
following activities: 
Year 5-8 Soccer, Year 0-4 Soccer, Knucklebones, Girls Toys, Boys Toys, Electronics, Board 
games & puzzles, Art, Indoor Hockey, Wheels; bikes/skateboards/roller blades (must have a 
helmet).  Any students who have received a Ôred cardÕ over the past 5 weeks will attend a ÔchoicesÕ 
class and will hopefully learn that there are consequences for making unwise choices. 

Ron Irwin is a resident of Riverhead and works out of the Harcourts Kumeu office. 
He is actively involved in supporting the community and is well qualified to assist 
anyone requiring the services of a local Real Estate consultant.   
For professional and dependable advice call: 
 
 
 

Ron Irwin  
Mob: 027 240 8599  
Bus: 412 7666  
A/H: 412 7040 
Email:ron.irwin@har courts.co.nz  
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On Friday the PTA will also be holding a Mufti Day. This time we are collecting money for the 
Westpac Rescue Helicopter because sometimes itÕs not Òall about usÓ.  There is a gold coin 
donation if your child wishes to wear mufti to schoolÉremember, no gold coin means no mufti. 
THANK YOU 
A BIG thanks to David Overend who has kindly donated sports shirts and shorts for our year 5 & 6 
Rippa Rugby team. They will look stunning on the field and will help show our winning attitude. 
CAKE STALL 

On Friday our Year 5 & 6 students will be holding a Cake stall to raise money for their 
Shakespear Camp in September. There will be lots yummy cakes, biscuits and slices 

on offer for 50c to $1. We hope that you will support them in their efforts. 
SCHOOL CROSSING 
HUGE thanks to Julianne Molineaux for offering her services on the school crossing on a Friday 
morning. Thanks to Julianne, our road patrol wardens once again have adult supervision which will 
enable them to continue their duties. Julianne is only available until the end of Term 2 so please 
give some thought to taking over from her next term.  
BUILDING UPDATE 
The front of the school is starting to look very smart, especially now that our ÔorangeÕ fencing has 
been removed. We thank Scott Thrust Ltd for the very generous loan of the temporary fencing 
and whilst we are extremely grateful, we are sure you will all agree that the new fencing is much 
easier on the eyes than orange fencing, not to mention the previous horrible old mesh fencing  
KEY DATES FOR TERM 2 
Please note key dates on your calendar.  Details of events are in the newsletter as the dates 
approach. 
TERM 2    
Thursday 20th May   - Year 5 & 6 Zone Soccer day 
Friday 21st May   - Rewards Day / Mufti Day 
Friday 21st May   - Year 5 & 6 Camp fundraiser Cake Stall  
24th Ð 28th May   - Year 7 & 8 Motutapu Camp 
Monday 14th June 6:00pm  - Gala Meeting 
Friday 25th June   - Student Disco 
Friday 2nd July   - End of Term 2 
Monday 19th July   - Beginning of Term 3 
OUR BRILLIANT KIDS   
Well done to the following students who have performed well in their chosen sport / activity over the 
weekend:  
Caitlin Hoban   -  Riverhead Netball Ð Player of the Day 
Dana MacCauley, Sasha Nordmeyer,  Riverhead Netball 
Isabella Marinovich, Fairlane Welsh,         Team award Ð 
Grace MacDougall, Stacey De Har    Players of the Day   
Michael Martin  - NW Soccer Ð Player of the Day 
Kurt Munford  - NW Soccer Tuataras Ð Player of the Day 
Joseph Wilson  - NW Soccer Ð Player of the Day 
Adam Kiernan-James  - NW Soccer Ð Player of the Day 
Reuben Davis  - Kumeu Rugby J5 Player of the Day 
Samuel Ashby  - Kumeu Rugby Ð Player of the Day 
Joseph Wilson  -         Waitakere Zone Level 3 Swim meet Ð 3 x 1st place, 2 x 2nd place 

BOOK FAIR 
Thanks to all those parents who came to school and purchased books from the book fair. Because 
of your generosity Riverhead School earned over $900 worth of free books which will help fill the 
shelves of our fabulous new library! 
PARENT READING TUTORS  
Many thanks to the following who have generously offered their time to support our Parent Tutor 
reading programme. Karen Wooler, Angela van Winden, Chrysallyn Calder-Walters, Katrina 
Krauer, Joni Lasenby, Glenys Paterson, Sue McConnell and Patty Wilson. We now have 
enough people for 2 teams, which is fantastic. You will be contacted before week 6 for the training 
days and for the day you wish to help. Thank you very much -  Jacqui Lyttle organising Teacher. 
YEAR 7 & 8– MOTUTAPU CAMP 
4 days to go and our Year 7 & 8Õs are off on their Motutapu Camp adventure. Camps are a 
fantastic experience for our childrenÉ.they give them the opportunity to try out new things and to 
bond with their peers and teachers. They are a great avenue for boosting self esteem and building 
confidence and children often make new friends and have a greater understanding and empathy 
with their class mates. We are sure they will all have a fantastic time. 
YEAR 5 & 6 CAMP – SHAKESPEAR LODGE 
The Year 5 & 6 camp will be held the last week of term 3 from Monday 20th to Thursday 23rd 
September. We estimate that the cost will be around $250, after fundraising. If you would like to 
start making payments towards your childÕs camp then please see the ladies in the office who will 
be more than happy to organise this. 
POOL KEYS 
Thank you to those who have returned their swimming pool keys and received their refund. If you are 
one of the few who has not yet returned your key then you will need to do so by 25th May to receive your 
refund. After this date, no refunds will be available. All keys will be reprogrammed for the next season 
and those not received back will be deleted off the system, making them unusable. Each key costs the 
school $10 to replace so we do like to get them back. 
SPELLATHON 
Your child should be hard at work on their spelling lists for the Spellathon and 
hopefully busy getting some sponsors as well. The Spellathon ÔtestÕ day will be held on 
Friday 4th June with money due back at school by Friday 18th June. All children with 
100% passes will go into a draw for a $25 Warehouse voucher and the child who raises the most money 
will also be presented with a $25 Warehouse voucher. 
INCREDIBLE SCIENCE FAIR 
The University of Auckland is holding its annual Science Festival on the first day of the next term 
holidays, ie Monday 5th July. This is a Òfree” full day show and is being held at the Science Centre, 
23 Symonds Street Auckland. For further information go to www.science.auckland.ac.nz  Make a 
note in your calendars Ð anything free in the school holidays has to be good!  
PTA UPDATE  
The winner of the last meat raffle was Glenys Paterson Ð we raised $20. Sadly this seems to be 
dropping off each week - for the past 2 weeks we have made a plea for a parent to take a walk around 
the school for 10 minutes during the busy pick up time at the end of the school day to hopefully sell a 
few more ticketsÉso far this plea has gone unheard. 10 minutes one afternoon a week from around 
2:25 to 2:35pm is all that is needed. All funds raised goes towards our Fitness Trail. 
Entertainment Books Ð Thank you to all those who purchased Entertainment Books. We raised just 
over $700 which is a great effort. Thanks to Kim van Zuilen for her great organisation of this fundraiser. 


